
At a meeting hosted by Delridge Community Forum on Oct. 11, 2011, Steve Johnson from the cityʼs Office 
of Economic Development, told neighbors that there will never be a major grocery store in North Delridge.  
Here is the coverage in the West Seattle Blog

What is a food desert? Why does it matter?

“I think itʼs important that itʼs not just anyplace outside the downtown core. Access to transit because people 
who live in our buildings will not own cars. Access—walkable access--to grocery stores, drug stores, parks, 
recreational opportunities, and other services are important to us. 

“So when we looked at neighborhoods that were important to us, we chose this site in Ballard because it has all 
of those characteristics…It is not a single family residential neighborhood.” 

- Rick Friedhoff, Compass Housing Alliance

(Quoted verbatim starting at 11:10 in video.) http://www.seattlechannel.org/videos/video.asp?

"The Healthy Food Financing Initiative defines a food desert as a low-income census tract where a substantial 
number or share of residents has low access to a supermarket or large grocery store.

"To qualify as a ʻlow-income community,” a census tract must have either: 1) a poverty rate of 20 percent or higher, 
OR 2) a median family income at or below 80 percent of the area's median family income;

"To qualify as a ʻlow-access community,ʼ at least 500 people and/or at least 33 percent of the census tract's 
population must reside more than one mile from a supermarket or large grocery store (for rural census tracts, the 
distance is more than 10 miles)."

source: http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/fooddesert/index.htm

North Delridge lacks nearly all basic “day-to-day” amenities normally found in a developed neighborhood: 
there is NO supermarket, NO drug store, NO medical services, NO thriving commercial district, etc.

North Delridge is served by a single bus route, the 120 line which travels only north and south. This route does not 
provide access to any of the local grocery stores or amenities outside of Delridge. Extremely steep climbs and 
unreasonable distances are required on foot to access supermarkets in West Seattle or Westwood Village.

“He also addressed the frequently voiced question/complaint about Delridge being devoid of a grocery 
store. According to Johnson, the area just doesnʼt make business sense for supermarket companies because 
ʻDelridge is the least-dense strip of land on the whole West Seattle peninsula.ʼ He implied the only way it could 
ever happen was with some kind of unrealistic subsidy: ʻI would give Councilmember (Nick) Licata a heart 
attack if I told him how much money I would need to convince a grocery store to come in with these (existing 
conditions) … (You canʼt) push the market where itʼs not going to go. I understand thatʼs not what you want to hear, 
but thereʼs not a lot we can do to convince businesses to come here.ʼ”
http://westseattleblog.com/2011/10/video-questions-concerns-about-homeless-housing-project-abound-at-first-
delridge-community-forum

http://www.seattlechannel.org/videos/video.asp?ID=3061118
http://www.seattlechannel.org/videos/video.asp?ID=3061118
http://westseattleblog.com/2011/10/video-questions-concerns-about-homeless-housing-project-abound-at-first-delridge-community-forum
http://westseattleblog.com/2011/10/video-questions-concerns-about-homeless-housing-project-abound-at-first-delridge-community-forum
http://westseattleblog.com/2011/10/video-questions-concerns-about-homeless-housing-project-abound-at-first-delridge-community-forum
http://westseattleblog.com/2011/10/video-questions-concerns-about-homeless-housing-project-abound-at-first-delridge-community-forum


What is a food desert? Why does it matter?

“But ultimately what we want them to do is recall what itʼs like to go to a grocery store, a real supermarket--
not a convenience store. And I mean no disrespect to convenience stores but our folks when they are living on 
the street, thatʼs basically where they bought their food. Itʼs expensive and itʼs not particularly nutritionally 
balanced. And we want to correct that behavior but it takes time to do. Part of we do in the building is we teach 
activities of daily living. Things we all take for granted. A major component of that is meal preparation.” 

~ DESC Executive Director, Bill Hobson speaking	  on	  June	  27,	  2011	  at	  North	  Delridge	  Library.

(2:55 on video): http://westseattleblog.com/2011/06/passionate-meeting-but-delridge-homeless-housing-project-
will-roll-on

In DESCʼs applications for funding, they stated that there is easy access to Westwood Village and West Seattle. Both 
locations are unaccessible by foot from DESC. Both involve traversing steep hills and the amenities at both Westwood 
Village and West Seattle are over a mile away.

StockBox, a start-up who take a reclaimed shipping container and place into the parking lot of a neighborhood 
identified as a Food Desert, has identified Delridge, Skyway and SouthPark as possible areas for their project.
They did a trial that ends in early November in another part of Delridge. Neighbors hope they will return and open 
a more permanent shipping container store.  

However, even if Stockbox is successful and can be the first of itʼs kind to provide this solution for a neighborhood 
in need of walkable foodstuffs, this solution will not meet the requirement that both Rick Friedhoff and Bill Hobson 
have stated: the experience of a large supermarket for formerly homeless residents.

Questions that have not been answered by DESC or funders who support this project:

Does this make sense, given public statements by both Compass and DESC regarding the importance of 
walkable amenities, specifically a major supermarket--for their clients? 

Would it be a better use of tax payer money—and better for clients of DESC—to place these projects in areas that 
can provide basic amenities AND allow their clients autonomy to get their basic needs met within the community?

Is it a good idea to create total dependence on DESC for obtaining meals, food, medication and other BASIC 
needs. Is that the city, state, county and DESC mission for formerly homeless people? For them to essentially be 
trapped in a neighborhood with no car, nothing in walking distance but a convenience store?

Wouldnʼt it seem that especially for someone who has been chronically homeless, a sense of freedom seems 
important? Is it fair to DESC clients and to an already disenfranchised community to do this kind of experiment?

How does this support integration into a more normal lifestyle and integration into the Delridge community?

DESCʼs response to this concern: DESC will have a van to shuttle weekly 75 residents to major supermarkets, 
pharmacies, and to all the other amenities and services that are not in the neighborhood / not easily accessible by bus. 
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